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1 hr ''r1u• in Rl l h.ml t ..,,.111do\',,1 ·~ J"1111tmg Nn-.i 
\l n1. 1• lh.\! \ Ji\ 1, ,t.uhly drJmJtu: l he color' 
l ll l lud1n~ .1\t·llo''1,h l1nl' o f ' k) JU \ I above d1\lan1 
blue moun1.1111 ' .Ht' .ilmthl P')"l hedcli t But the 
domman1£eaturc1~ .1 hugc , pAAed. purple·gra) 
doud that ml1'1 bra m1ll10n mile' a ro~' and ha!. the 
mo~t outraReou"il) ~tran~e ~hape 11 ... an example 0£ 
1hc ran·. 'pcuat ul.11 doud IJble.tu\; 1ha1 rnuuneh 
aprxar 111 'onhnn '\e" \ln.llll and 1h.u no one 
£mm el"ic" here \\ tlUld ttllllf! believe ma pamUnJ?, 

In 1he old <la, . .., "e u<,t:d 10 ... ,,, 11 alwa\~ ram ... tn 

fe~uqut: bec:JU'< 11 U'C"d H.l, '°1ndO\al \aid dunng 
a n:crnt ,."'' to lu-, hllmr ,1udu> oH I lyde Park Road 
m ..,,;mta h · I \\.t, unnm~ from !'\amb~ one ume 
an<l 1hcn: "'1"' a ,ho" er m Tesuque and there were all 
tht:-.t: 1urquo1..r., and Rolds m the !>ky and I "-J.1d 1£ I 
"t:rt· to pamt th.11 Bui !>omcbod)· \31d, no. 1i... no t 
nght \l.1m ob-.t:f"\t:r.., wouldn t behcvc 1ha1 the !tlCne 
wa.. ... rc.1h"illt 

The' v.oul<ln·1 Iht:(d sa) 1hat pam"r must be an 
amateur 

~ando'"al 1" nlH thal I le 11.1 ... bttn pamung !'\orthem 
'\ev. \ln1co land!>'-:apt:' for mo~t of h1"i hie .• md he'' 
70 no" That"' a \\Ctn! cloud m f\'("VI; .\fn1w Big .Sk} 
but he pull ... 11 off Ii.. one 0£ the man) pam11ng~ m 
\n Fwm chc .\tvuncam!., a SandO\al retro!tpecu"·e 
~how opcmng f-nd.lv. Feb IO. at \1clarry Fme Art 

Born an<l ra1~d m '.\.ambe. v. here h15 family has 
ltved for 1hree ccntuncs. Sando,•al pndes h1m-.el£ on 
bemg a true '\cv. \.icXlcan Those deep roots are at 
the foundau\ln or his great 10,·e for tlus place and 
or the beaUI) or !ht. landscape: llS sunn)·, p1i'lon­
StUddcd hills that arc ~meumcs m1crrupted b) 
JUttmg ~ndstone fonnauons. its rare. meande.nng 
nvcr!>. the chamiso shrubs and giant old cononwood 

trCC'> 1ha1 tum golden rn the autumn. and its soanng, 
jt:l hlalk raven!> 

l::ia ndoval 1s known 10 many. e<;pcually 111 this state, 
for hi s long employment at New \frx1co Magazine 
I le JOlllcd the state publlcauon m 1968 and worked 
over the next 29 years a!> an director, associate editor, 
editor, and special -proJeltS lOOrd1nator 

The r1rs1 s1ep mto what 1,1, ould turn out to be a 
tareer man came wuh 1rac.mg ammals from a SClence 
book This was dunng a penod m his childhood when 
he ".15 111 bed £or mul h of seven months . reCO\'enng 
from a SC\'ere leg mJury a£1er bemg hit b) a drunk 
dn' er Sando' al used h1.!> e'"ol\'mg art mmd to 

do 1llu~trauons for h1"i yearbook a1 PoJoaquc 
I ilgh <;chool \\'hen he entered u111"crs1ty, he had 
engmeenng m mmd but he ended up graduating 
fro m the Lm,·cr~u,· 0£ ~e" \1cx1co m commerual an. 
I le went on to work m graphic design m Albuquerque 
and 111 Santa Momca. Cah£om1a. before landmg at 
New Mexico Maga::::mt 

~andovaJ'.;, creanve output includes £um1ture and 
carved £1~urc~ When he wa~ laid up as a youngster, 
that tralmg p.ld came from h1.., father - who was also 
his msp1ra11on m \\Oodcarnng Ive alway5 worked 
m wood \h rather was a c ran.sman , and 1 always 
wanted to emulate him \Vhen my k1cb were small, I 
\\anted to make the mde ... 1ruct1ble "ooden tO). so that 
e\'olvcd mto dom~ those airplanes One or t\o\O of lhe 
hdt) prne a1rsh1p' hang fro m his ce1lmg 

The ant'!tl al'!tO hM carved.wood ra\ ens, trout , and 
a roadrunner m 1he MclarT)' exh1bm on He brought 
ou t a carved brook trou1 , mounted on a piece of wood 
that he found man arroyo near the Monastery 0 £ 

conunued on Page 38 

Richard C. Sandoval paints Northern New Mexico 





Richard c. Sandoval, continued from Page 36 

Chnst in the Desert , a l3cncd1ctme rcl rca 1 north wc~t 
o f Ab1q uiU. His arfccti on for nauvc cw Mexico 
fish docs not mean he'<; an angler "I used 10 be, 
grow111g up. hut 1hcn l thought Jt was more fun to 
iakc a camera he c;::ud about h1.., excursions to the 
Rio Chama, Rfo Grande . and o ther loca l wate rs 
"But be ing a Pisces, I like 10 ca rve 1hem ~ 

Then there are the ravens. Carved ve rs ions arc al l 
over the place in his ho use, and flying ve rsions turn 
up in many of his landscape paintings ... In about 
1968, we were hving on Washington Avenue near 
Scottish Rite (the Masonic Scotti sh Rite Center I 
It had snowed and I was walking to wo rk a nd I 
found the m ost bcau 11ful d ead bird o n th e s idewalk 
I must have pondered over this gorgeous raven for 
20 minutes. I really wanted to take IL home, but 
I didn 't know Hit had a disease Then , al New 
Mexico Maga z ine, my ed uor would give me books 
about ravens ." 

Sandoval is 1hc author o f 0 11l· of 010- Fifty fa Missi11g 
(A n 011gm11g Saga) and l:.xp lorc New Mexico. Insider's 
Guide Gewways rri the Land of Enclia111mc111 I le 
1llustratcd Rudolfo AnayaS 11ie Faro/11os of Clinmnas 
A New Mexico Cliri\tma~ S1ory and Sand ra E. GuzzoS 
Miguel and the 5antcro I le 1s a pas! member of the 
Souc1y of Santa I c Ar1 1sl5 I le was a longumc ex h1h1 -
10r ar Span 1.<.h Market , and is now a board member and 
cx h1b11 o r m Contempora ry I li .<.panic Market 

ThlS winter Sandoval has been dealing wah some 
med ica l issues. "I've been trymg to get heahh y, and 
mostly I've done been domg waxes for bronzes of 
bmis, wh ich I have cast m Colo rado." Some of those 
small , met.al ravens are on a shelf m h15 home, which 
is really like a museum full of his pamtmgs, carved 
and pamted trout and ravens , and other objects. He 
painted one wall next to the winding staircase in 
dusky colors w1lh pictographs. 

During lhe lntavlew, ... bcpn brinpig down 
1 few of his imny pmndngll from a lofty upstairs 
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room "V/hat's near abou t tins show is that all my big 
work 1s going to be toge ther, m one place ." Sandoval 
pointed to one and said , .. Tl11s is new. I d1SCovered 
ih is: do ing wa1c rcolo r on ca rwas. IL acts a hu le hkc 
waterco lor paper, but 1t bernmes more hkc a glazmg 
process You have to keep working u and work ing It, 

because the paint s ta ys on the surface. I rea ll y hke it. ~ 
Among the subJeCl.S of his pamt ing.s arc Enchanted 

Mesa nea r Acoma, the Pedcrnal nea r Ah iqu1U , and 
bnlliant cottonwoods at Embudo. On the Road to 
C1iimay6 capt ures a scene with a dominant sands tone 
fcaw re. 04 We always called that Teacup Mesa As lutlc 
kids we used to play cowboys and Ind ians there ,. 

One of his .. al l-umc favo ntc pa1nungs .. 1s l!tled 
jacona Ajrcrnoo11 It shows a lovely lane with a giant 
cottonwood m :e, mailboxes, and a dog - his dog, 
Suka , who passed away. 04 1 think I hi t that tree very 
we ll ," sa id the arus t, who then brought out an even 
more amazing tree piece: Ancient Cot1 onwood, Ranclio 
de la.s Golondrina5. I le pictured a glorious 1angle 
of dead co ttonwood branches, and - 1f you look 
closely - a raven , a ch icken, and a road runner " fl 
must be 400 yea rs old , no sweat , and it's sad that half 
that tree 15 gone now. Rancho de las Golondrinas is 
one o r my favontc places, and I was just back there 
las1 summer " 

Somewha t of a va nation on his landscape theme 
is Wood Scl/c1, Santa Fe Plaza In thl5 one, Sandoval 
worked from a hlStonc photograph of the Palace of 
1he Governors (taken beforcjcssc Nusbaum's 1913 
remodel) and a pair of burros m front of a carrcta full 
of firewood. 

Another standout in lh~ extubu at Mclarry Fine art 
is a triptych titled Georgia O'Kt.tfJt Country, Abiquiu, 
NM. '"for som~ reason, I was man AbiquiU mood I 
love tbat place. If I want to relax, I JUSI dnve up there, 
fP IO lhe lake, and photograph the hills This tnptych 
II where Georgis O'Kecffes house was, basocally I'm 
totally thrilled with how h came out... '4 

details l 
..,. Richard C. Sandoval Art From the Mountains 

T Opening reception 5 to 7 p m Friday, Feb 10; 
through Feb 24 

T Mclarry Fine Art, 225 Canyon Road, 
988-1161 

Brook Trout. 2006, painted supr ptne, 14 tnc:hes hCh 

Top, New Mexico Bill Sl(y, 2009, ~on paper. 
46 :r. 18 inches 


